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INTRODUCTION 

 

This manual includes documents used to administer the VASE Assessment, a 

timed test of vocabulary performance and growth for fourth and fifth grades.  The 

assessment requires about 45 minutes—25 minutes to familiarize students with the 

items and 20 minutes timed to test students—and it is usually given by the teacher 

in the classroom.  See Appendix A of the document named “VASE Test 

Administration” for variations and accommodations in its administration. 

 

The VASE Assessment is a secure test, and it requires all school employees 

involved in test administration to complete and sign a VASE Security Affidavit 

once each year.  District policy governs the maintenance of the signed affidavits.  

In general, the signed affidavits should be kept on file at the school for a year 

following VASE testing. 

 

Elementary principals or test-site coordinators are responsible for the security of 

VASE test materials and for making arrangements for VASE testing at the school.  

These arrangements include:  1) securing alternative formats (large-print or 

Braille) for eligible students from VASE prior to the test day; 2) making 

arrangements for test administrators to provide variations and accommodations to 

eligible students; 3) making arrangements with classroom teachers for testing other 

students; 4) distributing the “VASE Test Administration” and VASE Security 

Affidavits to the appropriate school personnel about a week before testing; 5) 

collecting and storing the completed security affidavits; and 6) returning VASE 

materials.  Principals are also responsible for distributing VASE reports to 

teachers. 

 

For questions about administering the VASE Assessment, please contact Judith 

Scott at jascott@ucsc.edu or 831-459-5066. 



Education Department 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

1156 High Street 

Santa Cruz, California  95064 

 

Dear Principal or Test Site Coordinator: 

 

Your fourth- and fifth-grade students will be taking the VASE Assessment [during time period], 

and you will receive the VASE testing materials shortly before the testing period. 

 

The VASE Assessment is a secure test.  Consequently all school employees involved with VASE 

testing should  

 complete and sign a VASE security affidavit and  

 submit it to you to keep on file at the school for one year in accordance with district policy.   

A blank copy of the VASE security affidavit is attached for distribution to all VASE test 

administrators at your school. 

 

A copy of “VASE Test Administration” is also attached.  The document has two parts:  

1) the directions for VASE Administration and  
 

2) Appendix A, which identifies exempt students and describes the variations and 

accommodations available to eligible students.  Please note: 
 

 English learners designated as Level 1 Beginners by their CELDT performance and 

disabled students whose IEP teams determine that VASE is not appropriate are exempt 

from VASE testing.   

 Two variations are allowed for other English learners, and several 

variations/accommodations are allowed to comply with the IEP or Section 504 Plan of 

other disabled students.   

 If large-print or Braille copies of the assessment are needed, please order them AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE from jascott@ucsc.edu. 

 We ask that you or the test site coordinator discuss the arrangements for testing students 

eligible for variations and/or accommodations with their teacher/test administrator before 

testing and oversee all testing arrangements. 

 Please distribute the “Vase Test Administration” document to all 4
th

 and 5
th

-grade test 

administrators at your school for their review during the week prior to testing. 

 

We will distribute VASE reports for each classroom after fall and spring testing.  Thank you 

very much for your oversight of the VASE Assessment at your school.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact me with questions about VASE procedures or materials.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Judith A Scott 

Associate Professor and VASE Principal Investigator 

jascott@ucsc.edu; 831-459-5066 



 

VASE Security Affidavit 

 

The VASE Assessment (for fourth and fifth graders) is a secure test.  All school employees who 

help to administer the VASE Assessment are entrusted to maintain the following conditions. 

 

Prior to testing: 

 The principal or test site coordinator will receive a copy of the “VASE Test 

Administration” about a month prior to testing.  All teachers and other test administrators 

should receive a copy of this document at least one week before VASE testing. 

 As soon as possible, please review Appendix A on student exemptions and on test 

variations/accommodations.  Discuss the needs of students who are eligible for a 

variation or accommodation with the test site coordinator or principal to ensure that 

appropriate testing materials have been received and arrangements made for all students. 

 Please review the directions for administrating the VASE Assessment prior to testing. 

 

Testing: 

 Teachers, other school personnel, and students should have access to the VASE test 

forms and testing materials during the administration of the VASE Assessment only. 

 Test administrators should follow the directions for administering the VASE Assessment 

(in the “VASE Test Administration” document) faithfully to ensure the best possible 

results. 

 

When the testing is over: 

 Instructions for repacking VASE test boxes appear at the end of the test administration 

directions in the “VASE Test Administration” document.  Whether marked or blank, all 

test booklets, example handouts, and paper copies of “VASE Test Administration” 

should be returned in the test boxes. 

 All Braille or large-font copies of the handouts and test booklets, whether marked or 

blank, should be returned to VASE in the VASE test boxes. 

 The principal or test site coordinator should ensure that any paper or electronic copies of 

VASE test materials that are left behind at the school after the return of the VASE test 

boxes are returned to VASE. 

 

Teachers will receive both class and individual student reports on VASE performance after each 

testing session. 

 

I agree to uphold all the test security conditions listed above. 

 

Signature _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Print Name ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title & Grade Level ____________________________________    Date __________________ 

 

School _______________________________________________________________________ 

PRINCIPALS RETAIN COMPLETED AFFIDAVITS PER DISTRICT POLICY 



 

VASE TEST ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

Introductory Information 
The VASE Assessment, a vocabulary test for 4

th
 and 

5
th 

grades, is designed to be given twice during the 

school year (fall and spring).  Please discuss test 

arrangements and test security with your principal 

or test site coordinator.  VASE is a secure 

assessment, and so once each school year all school 

employees involved in administering the VASE 

Assessment need to complete and sign a VASE 

Security Affidavit and turn it in to the principal.  

Please review the testing directions and the 

appendix on exemption, variations, and 

accommodations in this document prior to testing. 
 

A VASE test box for each classroom, as well as materials for testing students in Braille or with 

large-print booklets (when requested ahead of time), will be delivered to the school.  VASE test 

boxes should be stored in a secure location.  A test box will contain a copy of this document and 

the following materials for all students in the classroom: 

1. Copies of a handout on the parts of speech 

2. Copies of a handout with two examples 

3. VASE test booklets (Tests 1 and 2 for 4
th

 graders; Tests 3 and 4 for 5
th

 graders) 

If a VASE test box does not include correct or sufficient test materials for your class, or if 

students needing the Braille or large-print accommodations do not receive those materials, please 

contact Judy Scott at jascott@ucsc.edu or at 831-459-5066 right away. 
 

VASE encourages all test administrators (usually classroom teachers) to review this 

document carefully shortly before testing students.  Please set aside a 45-minute time slot to 

give the assessment—20 minutes for the actual timed test plus 25 additional minutes for its 

administration.  You will need a timer.  The words being tested appear at the top of each page 

of the test booklet.  VASE is a test of reading vocabulary, so please do not say those words aloud 

during the assessment.  Please strive to read word-for-word (or translate verbatim) all directions 

in gray boxes that are labeled “PLEASE SAY (T).”  Encourage students to use their best word-

solving strategies and test-taking skills.  The Directions for VASE Administration, pages 2-10, 

are lengthy, and better results may be possible when the assessment is administered faithfully. 
 

Some English learners and disabled students are exempt from the testing, and others are allowed 

certain variations and accommodations (see Appendix A on pages 12-13).  Right after the 

assessment, please document the variations and accommodations used to test a student, or the 

reason for a student’s exemption, on the front cover of the student’s test booklet. 
 

Teachers will receive a confidential report on class and student performance after each testing 

session.  Growth reports are available after spring testing. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR VASE ADMINISTRATION—45 minutes 
Once during the school year, please complete, sign, and date a VASE Security Affidavit, and give 

it to your principal.  Please review this DFA before you give the VASE Assessment.  Thank you. 

 

45 MINUTES FOR TEST ADMINISTRATION: 

 20 MINUTES to introduce the assessment, review parts of speech, and go over two full-

page examples 

 4-5 MINUTES to pass out test booklets and have students fill in the cover information 

 20 MINUTES FOR THE TIMED TEST 

 1 MINUTE to collect the test booklets and testing materials 

You are free to answer student questions about the assessment and the examples during the first 

20 minutes, but you also need to finish all the steps described in these directions.  Our experience 

giving the VASE Assessment suggests that you have time to respond to a couple questions 

during the first 20 minutes, and that it works well to answer any additional questions student-by-

student after you start the timer for the 20-minute testing period. 

 

 Classroom bulletin boards and posters need not be covered. 

 Test takers should use a #2 pencil with a good eraser.  Highlighters may be used, but bear in 

mind that they tend to slow a student’s progress on this timed test.  Test takers should not use 

other writing instruments on the test booklets. 

 For teachers with split classrooms:  Tests 1 and 2 are for fourth graders, and Tests 3 and 4 are 

for fifth graders.  Your VASE test box should include the correct number of grade-level test 

booklets for all your students.  The directions about distributing the test booklets to students 

will remind you about this grade-level distinction. 

 Make sure a timer is available. 

 Test takers should have something to read quietly at their desks in case they finish early. 

 Unpack the test materials. 

 

Testing Preparation: 
1. ASK THE TEST TAKERS TO CLEAR THEIR DESKS EXCEPT FOR A #2 PENCIL. 

 

2. PRESENT INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION. 

PLEASE SAY (T):  

 These are the VASE (Vocabulary Assessment Study in Education) tests.  They 

test what you know about certain words that will be in your reading this year. 

 

 It’s important for you to do your best. 

o These test results are NOT part of your grade.  However, your teacher will 

receive a report on your performance. 

 

 You will have 20 minutes to work on the test. 

 

 You will get a warning 3 minutes before the end of the test. 



 

 It’s a long test. 

o IMPORTANT: Work quickly because the test is timed.   

o You should not spend a lot of time on any one question.  If you get stuck, 

leave the answer blank and move on. 

o It’s OK if you do not finish the test. 

o If you finish early, go back and check your work. 

 

3. DISTRIBUTE THE PARTS-OF-SPEECH HANDOUT TO TEST TAKERS. 

 

 
 

4. REVIEW THE PARTS OF SPEECH USING THE HANDOUT. 

 Referring to  the handout, QUICKLY REVIEW: 

  noun—person, place, thing, or idea (fish) 

  verb—action word (swam) 

  adjective—tells you about the noun: what type of fish?  (silver) 

  adverb—tells you about the verb: how was the fish swimming?  (quickly) 

 

 Tell the test takers that they can refer to this handout as they work on the test. 

 

5. PRESENT INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORDS AND QUESTIONS ON TESTS.  

PLEASE SAY: 

 Each page of the test has questions about one word. 

 

 Even if you don’t know what the word means, look at all the questions on the 

page.  You may be able to make a good guess about one or two answers, even if 

you don’t know much about the word.  It’s OK if you leave answers blank. 

 

 Remember:  some words have more than one meaning.  For example, the word 

“band” can refer to a musical group or to a rubber band.  Sometimes the meaning 

being tested is not the most common one.  You may have to read through the 

sentences and definitions to be sure which meaning of the word is being tested. 



 

 

 It’s a timed test.  When you are sure you don’t know the answer, either guess 

quickly, or leave the answer blank and move right on. 

 

6. DISTRIBUTE THE EXAMPLE HANDOUT TO TEST TAKERS. 

 

 
 



 

7. GO OVER EXAMPLE 1 TOGETHER. 

PLEASE SAY (T):  

 Look at EXAMPLE 1.  Read the directions at the top of the page to yourself as I 

read them aloud:  

“FILL IN THE SMALL CIRCLE BESIDE THE CORRECT ANSWER (ONLY ONE 

ANSWER).” 

o Be sure to make the circle dark, but it doesn’t need to be filled in exactly.  

It’s OK to go outside the line a little.  It’s better to do it quickly than 

perfectly. 

o Don’t cross out wrong answers. 

o If you change your answer, erase the marks completely.  Then fill in the 

new circle. 

 

 Read the first question and the answers to yourself as I read them aloud:  

 
o Now you darken the circle of the best answer. 

o There’s no single correct answer to this question.  The correct answer is 

the one that is true for you. 

 

 Read the second question and the answers to yourself as I read them aloud: 

 
o The correct answer is…motor.  Did you darken that circle? 

 

 Read the third question and the answers to yourself as I read them aloud: 

 
o The correct answer is…engines.  

 

 Read the fourth question and the answers to yourself as I read them aloud: 

 



 

 
o The correct answer is… At the car repair shop, they told us we had to fix 

the engine. 

 

 Read the fifth question and the answers to yourself as I read them aloud: 

 
o The correct answer is… The part of a vehicle that makes it go 

 

 Read the directions in capital letters to yourself as I read them aloud:  
“SOME WORDS HAVE ONE PART OF SPEECH, BUT SOME HAVE MORE THAN 

ONE.  FILL IN THE CIRCLE BESIDE THE CORRECT ANSWER OR ANSWERS.” 

 The last question on every page may have one answer, two answers, or 

even more. 

 Fill in and darken the circle or circles for all the correct answers. 

 Only the last question on the page can have more than one answer; the rest 

have just one answer. 

 

 Read the last question and the answers to yourself as I read them aloud:   

 
o The correct answer is… a noun 

 

8. ASK TEST TAKERS TO DO EXAMPLE 2. 

PLEASE SAY (T):  

 Now do EXAMPLE 2 on the other side.  Put your pencil down when you are 

finished. 

 

CHECK THE TIME—YOU STILL NEED TO GO OVER EXAMPLE 2.  THEN 

AFTER FINISHING WITH EXAMPLE 2, YOU WILL NEED ABOUT 25 MORE 

MINUTES (5 minutes to pass out tests and have students fill in the cover information 

PLUS 20 minutes for the timed test). 



 

9. GO OVER EXAMPLE 2 WITH TEST TAKERS. 

 
 

 Read aloud the directions and the first question [above]. 

o Remind them that the right answer depends on what each person knows. 

 

 Read aloud the second question [above], and ask them for the correct answer. 

o Correct answer… Dog, barking, lonely 



 

 

 Read aloud the third question, and ask them for the correct answer. 

 
o Correct answer… Howled 

 

 Read aloud the fourth question, and ask them for the correct answer. 

 
o Correct answer… Sometimes at night we hear wolves howl. 

 

 Read aloud the fifth question, and ask for the correct answer. 

 
o Correct answer… Making a loud, long, mournful sound 

 

 Read aloud the directions and the last question.  

 
o Correct answer… both a noun and a verb. 

o Give these examples: 

 howl as a verb:  “Sometimes at night we hear wolves howl.” 

 howl as a noun:  “The howl of the wolf sounds lonely.” 

 

PLEASE SAY (T):  Remember that engine has only one part of speech (noun), and that 

howl has two (noun and verb).  So for the last question on every page, there can be one 

right answer or more than one right answer. 

o You can use the parts-of-speech handout during the test. 

 

10. ASK STUDENTS TO PUT THE EXAMPLE SHEETS ON THE CORNER OF THEIR 

DESKS.  (You’ll be picking them up.) 

 

11. VERY IMPORTANT—MAKE SURE THEY ARE LISTENING:  ASK 

STUDENTS TO KEEP THE TESTS CLOSED UNTIL YOU START THE TIMER. 

 

12. PASS OUT THE TEST BOOKLETS. 

Tests 1 and 2 are for 4
th

-graders, and Tests 3 and 4 are for 5
th

 graders.  Your test box 

should contain tests for the correct grade, and the booklets should be in alternating order. 

 Single-grade classrooms:  Pass out the booklets in the same order as they come 

out of the box. 

 Split-grade classrooms:  You should be able to separate the stack of tests from the 

box into a 4
th

-grade set (Tests 1 and 2) and a 5
th

-grade set (Tests 3 and 4).  Please 

distribute the test booklets in alternating order by grade level. 

 

13. STUDENTS SHOULD NOT CROSS OUT WRONG ANSWERS.  QUICKLY REVIEW 

THE EXAMPLES OF BUBBLING ON THE TEST COVER. 



 

 

14. ASK STUDENTS TO FILL IN THE INFORMATION ON THE TEST COVER: 

 First name(s) 

 Last name(s) 

 Teacher 

 Grade 

 School 

 [You fill in information about exemption or accommodations after the test.] 

 

15. CIRCULATE TO PICK UP THE EXAMPLE SHEETS AND TO BE SURE THAT 

STUDENTS ARE FILLING IN THE COVER INFORMATION. 

 

16. IF SOMEONE STARTS THE TEST EARLY, please check how much they have done. 

 If they have answered just 1 word (1 page), close the booklet and watch them. 

 If they have already answered several words (more than one page), then take 

away their test, and give them a new one (one with a different colored cover). 

o Mark the original test by drawing a BIG X through the entire cover.  Keep 

the original test in the box with the other tests; do not throw it out. 

o Make sure the child writes his/her name on the new test. 

 

17. When students have filled in the cover information, 

 PLEASE SAY (T):  The test is 20 minutes long.  I will give a 3-minute warning before 

the end of the test.  If you finish early, check your work, and then read your book quietly.  

Remember:  please work quickly! 

If you have more questions, you may ask them after I start the timer.  

  

18. WHEN STUDENTS ARE READY, START THE TIMER FOR 20 MINUTES. 

 

During the Test (20 minutes): 

 

NOTE TO TEST ADMINISTRATORS, TEACHERS, AND AIDES:   

o The words being tested, which appear at the top of the test pages, should not be said or read 

out loud during the testing session. 

o Some of the test directions include the words being tested.  Paraphrase the directions so that 

you do not say or read the words being tested out loud. 

o Do not say or read any of the test responses (except the parts of speech) out loud. 

 

1. CIRCULATE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS, ENCOURAGE STUDENTS, AND KEEP 

STUDENTS ON TASK. 

 

2. COLLECT THE EXAMPLE HANDOUTS. 

 

3. GIVE STUDENTS AN ORAL THREE-MINUTE WARNING AFTER 17 MINUTES. 

Remind them to work quickly.  If they finish early, they should check their work, and 

then they can read quietly at their desks. 



 

 

Right after the Test: 
1. WHEN THE TIMER SOUNDS, ASK STUDENTS TO PUT THEIR PENCILS DOWN.  

Monitor that everyone stops writing. 

 

2. COLLECT THE TESTS.  Please keep the tests as intact and unbent as possible.  Student 

can keep the handout on the parts of speech if desired. 

 

3. CHECK A CLASS LIST OR COUNT BOOKLETS TO BE SURE YOU HAVE ALL OF 

THE TESTS. 

 

4. IF A TEST BOOKLET WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM A STUDENT FOR 

STARTING EARLY, PLEASE: 

a. Make sure that a large X fills the test cover of the discarded booklet; and 

b. Make sure the information on the cover of his/her new test booklet is complete 

(student names, teacher name, etc.). 

 

5. FOR STUDENTS TESTED WITH VARIATIONS OR ACCOMMODATIONS or 

EXEMPT STUDENTS  
(See Appendix A on pages 12-13 of this document for complete information about 

exemption, variations, and accommodations): 

a. EXEMPTION: check the box on the test cover that explains why the student did 

not take the test. 

b. STUDENTS TESTED WITH MOST VARIATIONS & ACCOMMODATIONS: 

fill in the bottom section of the test cover with the codes for the variations/ 

accommodations used (see Appendix A on pages 12-13). 

c. STUDENTS TESTED WITH BRAILLE OR LARGE-PRINT TESTS, OR 

STUDENTS USING THE “COPY” ACCOMMODATION: 

i. Please copy student responses onto a clean, scorable test booklet, and fill 

in the test cover with all the codes for the variations/accommodations used 

(see Appendix A on pages 12-13). 

ii. Return all Braille or large-print tests and testing materials (used or not) 

either in or with the classroom test box. 

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR HELP!! 



 

REPACKING VASE TEST MATERIALS 

 
IN CASES OF STUDENT EXEMPTION OR TEST VARIATIONS/ACCOMMODATIONS: 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO MARK THE STUDENT’S TEST COVER (see p. 10 of this 

document for details) PRIOR TO REPACKING. 

 

 

Please use the original VASE test box for repacking. 

 

o All test materials EXCEPT the VASE security affidavit and, if desired, the parts-of-

speech handouts should be returned.  Scorable and non-scorable materials should be 

repacked in the same box. 

 

o Pack materials in the following order: 

1. Unused materials at the bottom 

2. Used handouts  

3. Used test booklets, including booklets for exempt students.  

a. Please keep the booklets as unbent as possible. 

b. If any tests separated into loose pages, please stack all the pages of a student’s 

test together between the student’s front and back cover sheets. 

4. Voided test booklets with an “X” through the front cover 

5. All your copies of VASE Test Administration (this document) 

6. Large-print or Braille testing materials 

 

o Take the box to the office to be reviewed and sealed by your test site coordinator or 

principal.  VASE test boxes and accommodation materials will be picked up from the 

school office. 

 

Thank you very much for your assistance.  We will send a report on your students’ performance.  

Our goals are to provide teachers with diagnostic results on several aspects of vocabulary 

knowledge that can be used to make instructional decisions, and to allow educators to track 

students’ vocabulary growth from the start of grade four through the end of grade five.  We 

greatly appreciate your help.  If you have further questions about VASE, please contact: 

 

 

Judith A. Scott, Associate Professor and VASE Principal Investigator 

Education Department 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

jascott@ucsc.edu 

831-459-5066 

 



 

Appendix A 

Exemption, Variations, and Accommodations 

 
The variations and accommodations listed in this appendix, as well as exemption from VASE 

testing, are options for eligible students.  Principals, test site coordinators, and teachers are 

responsible for reviewing these instructions and student eligibility in order to ensure the 

appropriate use of VASE variations and/or accommodations or to exempt students from the 

VASE Assessment. 

 

Exemption from the VASE Assessment 

The VASE Assessment is inappropriate for beginning English learners.  In California, a student 

with a CELDT score placing him/her at Beginner Level 1 is exempt from VASE testing. 

 

The VASE Assessment may be inappropriate for disabled students who do not take all 

standardized paper-and-pencil tests.  After review of the variations and accommodations in this 

appendix, an IEP team determines how a disabled student participates in VASE.  A student with 

an IEP or Section 504 Plan may take VASE without variations or accommodations, take VASE 

with the appropriate variations and/or accommodations listed in this appendix, or not take VASE 

(exemption). 

 

Exemption is indicated by filling out the front cover of the test booklet with the student’s names, 

teacher, grade, and school and checking the EXEMPT box that identifies the reason for the 

exemption.  Exempt students should not take the assessment.  Please return a test booklet for an 

exempt student (test cover filled out) with those from the rest of the student’s class. 

 

Testing Variations Allowed for Eligible English Learners 

Eligible students are designated English learners with a CELDT score above the beginning 

performance level (Beginner Level 1).  Eligible students may take the VASE Assessment with 

one or both of the variations listed below. 
 

Indicate the code (listed below) of all variations used for testing an eligible English learner on 

the front cover of the student’s test booklet.  Extra time is not allowed.  No other variations are 

allowed. 
 

CODE       VARIATION 

ELTR 

An English learner may be given the test directions in the student’s primary language by a 

teacher or school employee who has completed a VASE Security Affidavit.  The DFA has gray 

boxes labeled “PLEASE SAY (T)” where the translation should be as close to verbatim as 

possible.  An English learner may also ask clarifying questions about the test directions in 

his/her primary language. 

ELSR 

One or more English learners may be tested as a separate group, provided that the test is 

administered by a teacher or school employee who has completed a VASE Security Affidavit. 

 



 

Testing Variations/Accommodations Allowed for Eligible Students with an IEP or Section 

504 Plan 
Eligible students are those with an IEP or a Section 504 Plan that specifies one or more of the 

following arrangements.  Eligible disabled students may take the VASE Assessment with one or 

more of the variations/accommodations listed below. 
 

Indicate the code (listed below) of all variations/accommodations used for testing an eligible 

disabled student on the front cover of the student’s test booklet.  Extra time is not allowed.  No 

other variations or accommodations are allowed. 
 

CODE       ACCOMMODATION/VARIATION 

SEPR 

A student may have separate or preferential seating.  One or more students may be tested as a 

separate group provided that the test is administered by a teacher or school employee who has 

completed a VASE Security Affidavit. 

COPY 

A student may mark responses in a test booklet or on a separate sheet of paper, and an 

employee of the school, district, or non-public school may then transfer the student’s responses 

onto a clean, scorable test booklet. 

SIGN 

A student may be given the test directions in any standard sign language by a teacher or school 

employee who has completed a VASE Security Affidavit.  The DFA has gray boxes labeled 

“PLEASE SAY (T)” where the translation should be as close to verbatim as possible.  The 

student may also ask clarifying questions about the test directions in sign language. 

DICT 

A student may dictate responses orally to a scribe.  Because the words tested should not be said 

out loud and the responses selected should not be overheard by other test takers, this 

arrangement requires test administration in a location isolated from other test takers by a teacher 

or school employee who has completed a VASE Security Affidavit. 

LGPR 

A student may use large-print handouts and a large-print version of the test.  An employee of 

the school, district, or non-public school may then transfer the student’s responses onto a clean, 

scorable test booklet. 

BRAL 

A student may use Braille handouts and a Braille version of the test.  An employee of the 

school, district, or non-public school may then transfer the student’s responses onto a clean, 

scorable test booklet. 

NOIS 

A student may be tested with noise buffers (e.g., individual carrel or study enclosure).  When 

administered to the student individually, the test should be given by a teacher or school 

employee who has completed a VASE Security Affidavit. 

SPEQ 

A student may use a colored overlay, mask, or other means to maintain visual attention.  S/he 

may use a template, special lighting or acoustics, magnification equipment, audio amplification 

equipment, or special or adaptive furniture.  A student may use any other special equipment or 

assistive device that does not allow other students to hear the words tested or to hear or see the 

student’s responses. 

TIME 

A student may take the test at the most beneficial time of day for the student.  When 

administered to the student individually or as part of a separate group, the test should be given 

by a teacher or school employee who has completed a VASE Security Affidavit. 



 

 

EXAMPLE 1 
 

FILL IN THE SMALL CIRCLE BESIDE THE CORRECT ANSWER (ONLY ONE ANSWER). 

 

How well do you know the word engine? 

 O   I’m sure I know what this word means. 

 O   I think I know what this word means. 

 O   I am not sure what this word means. 

 O   I don’t know what this word means. 

 

I think that the meaning of engine is most similar to: 

 O   Glossary 

 O   Motor 

 O   Squeeze 

 O   Alone 

 

Which one is a real word connected in meaning to engine: 

 O   Enginely 

 O   Unengine 

 O   Engines 

 O   Engin 

 

Choose the sentence that you think makes the most sense. 

 O   Joe can engine an empty soda can with his bare hands. 

 O   Sometimes I look up definitions in an engine when I am reading. 

 O   At the car repair shop, they told us we had to fix the engine. 

 O   The man has no real friends and is engine much of the time. 

 

I think the word engine is closest in meaning to: 

 O   Living or going without other people 

 O   Breaking or deforming something by pressing it hard 

 O   A book of word meanings 

 O   The part of a vehicle that makes it go 

 

SOME WORDS HAVE ONE PART OF SPEECH, BUT SOME HAVE MORE THAN ONE.   

FILL IN THE CIRCLE BESIDE THE CORRECT ANSWER OR ANSWERS. 

 

I think the word engine may be: 

 O   A noun 

 O   A verb 

 O   An adjective 

 O   An adverb 



 

 

EXAMPLE 2 
 

FILL IN THE SMALL CIRCLE BESIDE THE CORRECT ANSWER (ONLY ONE ANSWER). 

 

How well do you know the word howl? 

 O   I’m sure I know what this word means. 

 O   I think I know what this word means. 

 O   I am not sure what this word means. 

 O   I don’t know what this word means. 

 

I think that these words are related to howl: 

 O   Shining, darker, flashes 

 O   Ridiculously, nonsense, silly 

 O   Ruling, royalty, majestic 

 O   Dog, barking, lonely 

 

Which one is a real word connected in meaning to howl: 

 O   Howled 

 O   Dishowl 

 O   Howlful 

 O   Prehowl 

 

Choose the sentence that you think makes the most sense. 

 O   The song was howl, and the children loved singing it. 

 O   During the storm, the lights began to howl. 

 O   Sometimes at night we hear wolves howl. 

 O   The howl sat down on his throne. 

 

I think the word howl is closest in meaning to: 

 O   Monarch or supreme leader 

 O   Making a loud, long, mournful sound 

 O   Laughably foolish or absurd 

 O   Burning or glowing unsteadily 

 

SOME WORDS HAVE ONE PART OF SPEECH, BUT SOME HAVE MORE THAN ONE.   

FILL IN THE CIRCLE BESIDE THE CORRECT ANSWER OR ANSWERS. 

 

I think the word howl may be: 

 O   A noun 

 O   A verb 

 O   An adjective 

 O   An adverb 

 



 

 

 

 

The silver fish swam quickly. 
 

VERB NOUN 

ADVERB ADJECTIVE 


